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Special Tactics: High 
Intensity Urban Combat

This book is an open-source, abridged version of the longer 

Squad-Level Military Urban Combat manual published by 

Special Tactics in 2017. This version focuses on urban warfare and 

Close Quarters Battle (CQB) tactics designed for high-intensity, 

conventional warfare. Almost all of current U.S. military and 

special operations doctrine focuses on precision CQB tactics 

that trace their origins to special operations hostage rescue 

units. There is a notable gap in tactics focused on how to fight a 

near-peer adversary on a conventional battlefield. Such tactics 

and knowledge could prove particularly useful for promoting 

peace and security around the world giving the rising trend in 

urban conflicts.

Topics Include:

• Basic urban combat and Close Quarters Battle (CQB)

• Immediate entry and delayed entry tactics

• Tactics for crossing streets, alleys and windows

• Fragmentation grenade employment

• Urban machine gun employment

• Mouse-holing and conventional urban breaching

• Clearing damaged or compromised building structures

• Subterranean combat tactics and sewer/tunnel clearing

• Urban small-unit defense

• Urban casualty evacuation and counter-sniper tactics


